
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

I’m interested in buying a puppy for my sister/brother/mother & 

father/Best friend. 

We do not sell dogs to individuals who will not be the owner of the dog.  Buying 

an Akita as a gift or to help someone out is not a good idea.  First, dogs are not 

gifts, they are a responsibility.  And second, we need to get to know the potential 

owner to ensure a proper match is made for a long-lasting relationship. 

 

I want to buy a puppy to breed to my dog. 

We do not sell animals for breeding purposes unless the animal is to be shown to 

its Championship.  Companion animals are sold under a spay/neuter contract and 

under the AKC’s Limited Registration. 

 

I have a dog already, and want to get an Akita of the same sex to 

keep him or her company. 

This is definitely not a good idea.  Akitas are typically aggressive toward same sex 

dogs.  Many people have been lulled into a sense of security that through 

obedience training they can keep this aggression at bay, but our observations and 

experience lead us to believe this is not the case:  eventually, there will be an 

incident, and the problems will escalate from there.  We can cite numerous 

examples of this happening; and when an incident happens it is worse than you can 

possibly imagine.  The bottom line is we will not sell an Akita of the same sex as 

your current dog unless you are an experienced owner and/or have the 

facilities and the willingness to separate the dogs when problems happen. 

 

Why did you breed this litter? 

We bred this litter to produce a dog that we wish to work with to continue our 

breeding program.  We have kept a puppy in one form or another from practically 

every litter we have bred.  We do not breed litters gratuitously just to produce 

puppies or to make money, and these litters are carefully planned, sometimes 

years in advance. 

 

I’m interested in a puppy from your litter.  What do I need to do? 

You need to contact us by either e-mail or phone and let us know. 

 

How much are your puppies? 

The prices of the puppies depend on whether you want a show quality animal or a 

companion animal.  We currently charge $2,000.00 for show quality animals, and 

$1,000.00 for companion animals. 

 

That seems like a lot of money. 

Yes, it is a lot of money.  And for that price you get a puppy whose litter was 

thoughtfully planned, carefully vetted, and properly raised by a breeder that is 

keeping a puppy to continue the lines, and to produce a social animal that will 

provide years and years of love and companionship.  If you are truly interested in 

getting an Akita and are not able to afford these prices, please consider a 



 

rescue Akita.  You can find Rescue organizations at the Akita Club of America 

website – www.akitaclub.org – or by Googling “Akita Rescue”. 

 

For the prices you’re charging, I’d be better off buying from a pet 

store. 

That’s a matter of opinion.  At a pet shop, you are likely to pay as much, or more 

than we are charging and get a lot less for your money.  And if that’s your main 

consideration, then we are probably not the breeders for you.  In addition, we 

offer a warranty against debilitating heritable diseases that extends well 

beyond those offered by pet stores. 

 

Do you offer any rebates? 

We offer an incentive to companion animal owners – a $100.00 rebate upon proof 

of spay or neuter, as well as completion of a puppy obedience course. 

 

I’m not sure I can come up with the whole price of the puppy.  Can I 

make payments on the puppy? 

Yes, you may make payments on the puppy.  However, we will not release the puppy 

to you until all payments have been made.  And, should you decide not to take the 

puppy after you have made payments, those payments are non-refundable. 

 

Do you accept credit cards? 

No.  And if you’re basing your decision to buy a puppy on whether or not we accept 

credit cards, then we are probably not the breeders for you. 

 

How do I get on a waiting list? 

You can e-mail or call us and request that we put you on our waiting list.  You will 

need to tell us whether you want a show-quality or companion animal, and a male 

or a female.  The more flexible you are in your specifications for a puppy, the 

more likely we will be able to fulfill your request.  We will let you know when 

we expect a litter, what the time frame is, and what our preliminary estimate is of 

your pick order on the list. 

 

What is a pick order? 

Puppy buyers choose their puppies in order of priority on our waiting list.  The 

first category on the list is those wanting the first pick male or female show-

quality animal, or overall pick of the litter.  That first priority pick is usually 

reserved for the breeder (us) and/or the stud dog owner.  The next priority is the 

second pick show quality dog, either male or female, and so forth.  After all 

show quality commitments are taken, buyers wanting companion animals then pick 

in order of their position on the waiting list.  We have typically found that our 

buyers’ preferences are fully met with the puppy they ultimately select. 

 

But, what if I want a specific color or markings? 

If you want a puppy with specific markings or a particular color, you can tell us 

about your preferences and we will keep this in mind when placing the puppies.  

Our main priority in doing a breeding is the health and temperament of the puppies 

we produce; consequently, we do not sell puppies according to color 
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preferences, and can make no promises you will get a puppy with the exact 

markings you want, especially if other buyers will be making their selections 

before you do.  At the time we do the breeding, we will have a good idea of the 

types of colors and markings that will be produced, and we will be glad to tell 

you about our expectations.  Again, the less flexible you are in your desires for a 

puppy, the less likely it is we will be able to place a puppy with you. 

 

How can you tell if a puppy is Show-Quality or a Companion Animal? 

We evaluate the show potential of a puppy based on how closely it comes to 

meeting the ideal Akita as defined by the Standard.  At a bare minimum, the puppy 

must have all nose and eye pigment, proper structure and bite, proper tail set 

and upright ears, a level topline, and descended testicles (in a male).  Then, we 

evaluate certain “fine tuning” we wish to have for our breeding program.  Those 

puppies are the ones we consider to be show quality, though some people may have 

different opinions.  

 

Do you ever sell Show-quality dogs to people who don’t want to 

show? 

Yes.  Show quality is our opinion of the pup’s potential in the show ring and to 

contribute to a breeding program, but our first priority is caring homes for our 

puppies.  If we do not have buyers wanting a show quality dog, then those puppies 

are sold under our companion animal contract, at a companion price. 

 

Do you require a deposit? 

If you want us to hold your place in the pick order for a puppy, then we will 

require you to make a deposit.  Otherwise, we will go to the next person on the 

waiting list. 

 

How much is your deposit? 

We require $500.00 for show-quality animals, and $250.00 for companion 

animals.  The balance is due when the sales contracts are signed and the puppy is 

transferred to your ownership. 

 

When do I make the deposit? 

We usually do not take a deposit until after we have confirmed that the Dam is 

pregnant.  Once the puppies are born, if you want your place on the waiting list 

held we will need a deposit; otherwise, your place will go to the next person on 

the list. 

 

How do I make a deposit on a puppy? 

To make the deposit, fill out the puppy buyer information sheet, and mail it to us 

along with your check.  The best way to make the payment is either cashier’s 

check or money order, or electronic funds transfer (either through the bank or 

PayPal).  A deposit made by personal check which bounces will not be considered 

valid and your place on the waiting list will be forfeit. 

 

What if I change my mind about getting a puppy from you? 

If you change your mind, we will take you off our waiting list.  If you change your 

mind after you have made a deposit on a puppy, you will forfeit your deposit.  



 

However, we are reasonable people, and if it’s because you’ve experienced a 

serious setback, then we may be able to work with you. 

 

What if you change your mind about selling a puppy to me? 

If we change our mind about selling a puppy to you, it is for a good reason.  An 

example of this would be if we discover you misrepresented some information 

about yourself, and we feel this would not be a suitable puppy for you.  In this 

case, we would refund your deposit. 

 

Do you sell your puppies under a contract? 

Yes, we do.  Among other things, the main points require companion animals to be 

spayed or neutered, show quality animals to be shown to their championship, and 

request the puppy owners obtain OFA certification at 2 years of age (so that we 

can track our overall breeding program).  We also warrant against debilitating 

heritable diseases. 

 

What kind of guarantee do you offer? 

We warrant the puppies against any unquestionably heritable defect that will 

seriously compromise their quality of life or well-being, provided OFA Hip 

Certification is obtained at the age of 2 years.  For a companion animal, we may 

refund the purchase price or offer a replacement puppy, at our discretion.  In the 

unlikely event a problem occurs outside of that timeframe, we are open to 

discussion. 

 

What kind of health clearances do the puppies’ parents have? 

At a very minimum, the Dam has been cleared of hip and eye disease.  Since we do 

not control the testing status of the stud dog (unless we own him), we will select 

a stud that has similar or better health statistics, or one whose lines with which 

we are extremely familiar in the absence of those. There are several conditions 

in Akitas, however, for which no genetic test exists, in which case we must rely on 

our experience in and observing the breed and others’ breeding programs.   

 

The presence of Health statistics in the pedigree, however, does not mean that a 

problem may not occasionally crop up, but, as breeders, we do everything in our 

power to ensure that likelihood is minimized. 

 

When the puppies go to their new homes, what kind of Vet care will 

they have received? 

At the time the pups go to their new homes, they will have received the first 2 of 3 

puppy shots, been wormed, had an eye check to ensure there are no heritable eye 

diseases, and had a health check performed by our vet.  In addition, they will have 

been microchipped for permanent identification in the event they get lost. 

 

What kind of support do you offer new puppy owners? 

We are available to our puppy buyers over the lifetime of the dog to offer our 

support and expertise with the breed.  When you take your new puppy home, we 

also provide a multi-page guide outlining what has been done to raise and train 

your puppy to date, and what we recommend and why in the future.  Your puppy 

will have been microchipped for permanent identification in the event he or she is 



 

lost, with us listed as the implanter; in that way, we will always be notified if the 

dog ends up in a shelter and they are unable to contact the puppy owner.  And 

finally, under the terms of the contract we require puppy owners to return the 

dog to us at any time in the future if they are unable to keep the dog, so that we 

may ensure the dog is properly cared for throughout it’s life. 

 

When can I meet the puppies? 

We start allowing visitors to meet the pups once they are up and walking, seeing 

and hearing, usually around 4 weeks.  Because we may have prior commitments, 

appointments are required, which can be arranged either by phone or e-mail. 

 

When do the puppies go to their new homes? 

Our puppies usually go to their new homes around nine to ten weeks of age. 

 

Can you ship a puppy to me? 

Yes, we can ship a puppy to you.  We usually use Delta, which has always done an 

excellent job, as Minneapolis is a hub city for them, most flights are direct to 

major cities, which is less stressful on the puppy.  There are usually temperature 

restrictions governing the times a puppy can be shipped.  You can see these and 

other requirements on their website.   

 

If we ship a puppy to you, you are responsible for paying for the shipment, as well 

as the costs of a crate to ship the puppy in and securing a flight certificate. 

 

What is my responsibility when I get my new puppy? 

Your first responsibility is to absolutely adore and care for the puppy for the 

rest of its life.  Your second responsibility is to get a vet check to ensure the 

pup’s health within 72 hours of taking possession of the puppy.  Your third 

responsibility is to consult with your vet, given our puppy packet, on a future 

course of vet care. 


